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Campus Name
School of Languages and Literature

Wayland Baptist University Mission Statement:  Wayland Baptist University exists to educate students in an academically challenging, learning-focused, and distinctively Christian environment for professional success, and service to God and humankind.

Course Name:  ENGL 5347- Teaching College Literature

Term and Year:  Fall 2024 2nd 8 weeks

Full Name of Instructor: Dorothy Maria O’Connell

Office Phone and WBU Email Address: (home and cell phone optional): 806-291-1102 (Office), 806-224-8234 (Cell)  email: maria.o’connell@wbu.edu

Office Hours, Building, and Location: 

Class Meeting Time and Location: 

Catalog Description:  An exploration of practice and profession of teaching literature in a higher-education setting. 

Prerequisite: 
 
Required Textbook and Resources: Sokolowski, Robert, Phenomenology of the Human Person, Cambridge UP, Cambridge UK, 2008

Other readings provided on BlackBoard. 

Optional Materials:  (Fill in as necessary)
 
Course outcome competencies: Upon the conclusion of this course, students actively engaged in learning at the graduate level will be able to:

1. Understand the purpose and structure of major literary genres.
2. Develop a syllabus and assignments appropriate for a college-level literature class.
3. Discuss literary structure and contexts knowledgeably.
4. Demonstrate ability to develop and manage classes based on their preferred literary emphasis.
5. Conduct graduate-level research on a topic related to understanding and teaching college literature.

The more the student puts into the course, the higher his or her outcome competencies will be.

Attendance Requirements: As stated in the Wayland Catalog, students should make every effort to attend all class meetings.  All absences must be explained to the instructor, who will then determine whether the omitted work may be made up.  When a student reaches that number of absences considered by the instructor to be excessive, the instructor will so advise the student and file an unsatisfactory progress report with the campus executive director.  Any student who misses 25 percent or more of the regularly scheduled class meetings may receive a grade of F in the course.  Additional attendance policies for each course, as defined by the instructor in the course syllabus, are considered a part of the University’s attendance policy. 


Disability Statement: “In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA), it is the policy of Wayland Baptist University that no otherwise qualified person with a disability be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subject to discrimination under any educational program or activity in the university. The Disability Services Coordinator and Academic Coach serves as the coordinator of students with disabilities and must be contacted concerning accommodation requests (office (806) 291-1057. Documentation of a disability must accompany any request for accommodation.”
Plagiarism and Conduct Statement

You are allowed to use generative AI to look for sources or better understand a prompt, but you must get all your quotations from the course textbook and cite with the textbook page numbers. You should verify that any sources cited are real.  YOU MUST PROVIDE a WORKS-CITED ENTRY for the AI used.  The majority of any written assignment must be written by the student. 
ii. While there is no true substitute for direct help and instruction from your instructor, students may be allowed to use generative AI tools to provide further explanations of course content, readings, and other assignments. Any use of generative AI tools to help further explain or translate content must be properly referenced and cited.
iv. Any use of generative AI tools outside of the approved instructor parameters will be considered a form of plagiarism and academic dishonesty

Link to Plagiarism Policy


Grade Appeals
 A student who believes that he or she has not been held to realistic academic standards, just evaluation procedures, or appropriate grading, may appeal the final grade given in the course by using the student grade appeal process described in the Academic Catalog.  Appeals  may  not  be  made  for  advanced  placement  examinations  or  course  bypass examinations. Appeals are limited to the final course grade, which may be upheld, raised, or lowered at any stage of the appeal process. Any recommendation to lower a course grade must be submitted through the Vice President of Academic Affairs to the Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee for review and approval. The Faculty Assembly Grade Appeals Committee may instruct that the course grade be upheld, raised, or lowered to a more proper evaluation.”

Course Requirements 

	Means of Assessment
	· 

	Participation and Discussion
	· 30 %

	Teaching Presentation (2)
	· 30 %

	Teaching Philosophy
	· 15%

	Research Essay
	· 25%

	
	· 





Tentative Schedule:  (Fill in calendar, topics, assignments)



Week 1
Read Chapters 1-3
DB1
For this discussion board, I want everyone to introduce themselves and to get to know each other. Why are you interested in the class? How would you describe your background and your approach to learning?

DB2
Choose ONE (1) of these:
1.) How does our individuality (our “I”) relate to our rationality?  How might acknowledging our students as rational and thinking humans change our approach to teaching? How does reason connect to literature?
2.) What other kinds of declaratives are involved in reason and how do you think that declaratives become literature? How might associating speech and literature help us to teach.
3.) What are the four levels of speech? Can you provide some examples? How do we form meaning from each of these levels? How do authors appropriate the different levels of language in their work?  Is literature philosophical language?

Week 2
Read Chapters 4-6
DB1
Choose ONE (1) of these questions:
1.) How does Sokolowski define veracity?  How does it relate to the nature of a human person?
2.) How is reason public and how can stories help build shared meaning? Can a character, even though they aren’t a real person, illustrate human reason? Can a fictional story accomplish veracity, even if it isn’t true?
3.) Is a character an agent? How can you teach your students to analyze a story for meaning, even without much context beyond what is one the page? How does context connect the story to “public quotation”?

DB2
Read “Revelation” by Flannery O’Connor
	There are two levels of college literature that we are often called upon to teach. One is at the introduction level, where we look at and understand the broad genres of Narrative Fiction, Poetry, and Drama. The other level is in upper-level classes where we are more interested in learning to analyze literature and to draw meaning from it. One is more guided than the other. 

 “Revelation” is narrative fiction written by a Christian writer with a specific interest in showing how God’s grace appears to humans when they don’t know they are encountering it. How would you approach teaching it through the elements of fiction and the Freytag pyramid (posted on the class content)? How would you lead your students to look for a moral to the story?

For an upper-level class, what would you want them to understand about the context of the story? What sort of discussion questions might you pose? 



Week 3
Read Chapters 7-9
DB1:
Choose ONE (1) of these questions
1.) What is the difference between an essential and an accidental characteristic? How does intelligibility separate the two?
2.) Why is speech/syntax necessary for human rationality? How do pictures, imagination, and words help us to understand things in their essence?  How does that idea relate to literature as well as other representations?
3.)  How is relating to a work of fiction, poetry or drama a form of absence?  What happens to the communication when the book is closed? 

DB2
Submit your teaching philosophy

Week 4
Read Chapters 10-11
DB1 Choose ONE (1)

a.) What are mental representations and concepts? How do we focus on a concept? How is rationality a process of distancing/examining?

b.) What is the philosophical  problem (according to Sokolowski) with mental representations?  

c.)   What does Sokolowski mean by the “intelligibility” of a thing?  How might this matter in our understanding of literature?  How is the intelligibility of a piece of literature separate from the intelligibility of the characters or things in the story, poem, or drama?  How do you separate them (and the intelligibility of the author) for the students? 

DB2: 
First Teaching Presentation


Week 5
Read “How to Know You’re a Killer
DB1
DB2

Week 6
Read
DB1
Second Teaching Presentation


Week 7
Read
DB1
DB2


Week 8 
Sole Discussion Board
Final Essay due!
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